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By Kerry Tkacik

GROOMING
TECHNIQUES 

T R I E D - A N D - T R U E 

Here are     
time-tested 

methods that 
will help you 

bring out your 
horse’s beauty 

quickly  
and easily.  
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2. SHAMPOO IN MODERATION

1. CLEAN YOUR 
TOOLS

Dirty, worn brushes won’t get a 
horse clean. Evaluate the condition 
of your tools and replace those with 
mashed or missing bristles, broken 
teeth or other structural shortcomings. 

Next, get your remaining brushes 
ready for the season. Use a vacuum 
to remove debris down to the base of 
each one, then soak them for about 20 
minutes in a solution of about one part 
bleach to 10 parts water. Rinse them 
thoroughly, and place them in the sun 
to dry. 

Keep your brushes in better shape 
by incorporating some quick cleaning 
techniques into your grooming routine. 
Rub them together briskly when you’re 
done for the day, swiping the dirtiest 
against a currycomb if need be.

Finally, don’t overlook your towels 
and rags. Take them home regularly 
and run them through the washer. 
If they are getting a bit frayed and 
stained, treat yourself to new bath tow-
els and relegate the old ones to your 
grooming kit. Thrift stores are another 
good source of serviceable barn towels.

3. USE SOME  
ELBOW GREASE

To be effective, grooming requires  
at least a little physical exertion.  
When currying, use enough pressure 
(on amply padded areas of your horse) 
to free deeply rooted dirt and dead hair. 
Then use strong strokes of a brush, 
with forceful finishing flicks, to get rid 
of the debris. 

For the most part, you’ll want to  
work in the direction of the hair 
growth, but you may have to go against 
the grain to work out particularly 
crusty spots. 

Be aware that this could cause  
your horse some minor discomfort,  
and always use a lighter touch over 
more sensitive areas. 

STORE BRUSHES PUSHED 

TOGETHER, WITH THEIR 

BRISTLES “LOCKED,” TO 

HELP THEM HOLD THEIR 

SHAPE LONGER.

Sudsing up a horse and rinsing 
him clean is uniquely satisfying, but 
too much shampooing can strip away 
natural oils, leaving his coat dull and 
his skin itchy. Here’s how to avoid 
overdoing the cleansing efforts: 

• Make a soapy mix. The op-
timum amount of shampoo is just 
enough to wash away filth, but not 
so much that the coat is difficult to 
rinse. A good rule of thumb is one 
capful of soap per bucket of water. 

ADD A SMALL AMOUNT OF 

WHITE OR CIDER VINEGAR TO 

ONE ROUND OF RINSE WATER 

TO HELP REMOVE LINGERING 

SOAP BUBBLES.
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Mix the soap into the water and then 
sponge it onto the coat as you go  
for even distribution. Even if your 
horse is filthy, resist the urge to apply 
shampoo directly to your sponge or 
your horse’s coat. 

• Rinse diligently. To make sure 
all suds are gone, rinse your horse’s 
coat thoroughly and then use a sweat 
scraper to remove excess water. If any 
soap bubbles appear while scraping, 
rinse some more and scrape again. 
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4. HANDLE MANES  
AND TAILS WITH CARE

A flowing mane and tail is a well-
groomed horse’s crowning glory. You 
need to be careful, however, about how 
you achieve that look if you’re going to 
preserve the hair. The best way to de-
tangle a horse’s mane or tail is by hand, 
picking through the strands individu-
ally from bottom to top. A coating of 
silicone spray on the hairs will make 
this process easier. If you want to use a 
brush, don’t do it right after you bathe 
your horse---the wet hair will stretch and 
break, leaving the mane and tail look-
ing ragged. Use a wide-toothed comb, 
again working from the bottom up with 
extreme patience. 
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Trimming a shaggy 

horse makes a huge 

difference in his appear-

ance, but keep his welfare 

in mind when you reach  

for the clippers: 

• The tactile hairs 

around a horse’s eyes and 

muzzle serve an important 

function. Called vibrissae, 

these long hairs help your 

horse detect objects close 

to his face. Do not trim 

them. If the whiskers on 

your horse’s muzzle are 

excessively long, you can 

shorten them, but leave 

several inches intact 

because they prevent 

a horse from bumping 

himself. On the other hand, 

it’s fine to cut the hairs 

under the jaw short; in 

fact doing so removes a 

favorite site for botflies to 

lay eggs. 

• The fuzz inside your 

horse’s ears is a barrier to 

insects. You can tidy up the 

hair that extends beyond 

the edges, but leave the 

growth inside the ears 

intact. Carefully “close” 

your horse’s ear with  

one hand and trim only  

the hair that extends 

beyond the edges. 

• Many horses 

find trimming sessions 

distressing, and studies 

have shown that even 

those who stand quietly 

can be experiencing stress 

while you cut their hair. 

So do what you can to 

make it easier by slowly 

acclimating your horse 

to the sound of clippers, 

perhaps offering him a 

treat while running them 

nearby. When you’re  

ready to trim, move your 

horse to a comfortable, 

familiar location. If he 

becomes upset while  

you are trimming, back  

off and let him settle  

down; you can’t fight 

through his fear, and if  

you push ahead you’ll  

only confirm that trim- 

ming is scary.

Finally, make sure your 

clipper blades are sharp 

before you begin. Dull or 

damaged blades will pull  

at the hairs instead of 

cutting them, making the 

process uncomfortable. 

BRAIDING A HORSE’S TAIL,  

INCORPORATING STRIPS OF BED 

SHEETS, CAN PROTECT THE  

HAIR FROM BREAKAGE  

WHILE PRESERVING HIS  

                        FLY-SWATTING  

                             ABILITY.TI
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Magic Moment
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5. USE PLENTY  
OF WATER

Don’t underestimate the power of 
plain old water to get your horse clean. 
After a sweaty jaunt on the trails or a 
dusty turn around the indoor ring, hos-
ing or sponging your horse down will 
leave him clean without disturbing the 
oils in his skin. Doing this regularly 
allows you to save the sudsy baths for 
show days, when you need a deep-down 
clean. Similarly, using a damp sponge 
to wipe down your horse’s face will 
clean up dust, eye gunk and any nasal 
secretions quickly, leaving him looking 
much tidier without the risk of irritating 
sensitive tissues with product residues.

A QUICK POST-RIDE SPONGING 

WITH LINIMENT LEAVES YOUR 

HORSE FEELING AND LOOKING 

GOOD BECAUSE MOST OF 

THESE PRODUCTS CONTAIN 

COAT CONDITIONERS.
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Seeing your horse drop to the 

ground and roll after a grooming ses-

sion may make you want to scream 

in frustration, but remember that dirt, 

rainwater and even mud are good for 

his coat. They create a protective bar-

rier against insects and stimulate oil 

production in his skin, which will lead 

to a healthy shine. So let your horse 

live outside and do all those wonder-

fully dirty activities he enjoys.

Bear in mind, though, that your 

horse may need some protection  

from the elements. For one thing, 

pink, exposed skin can develop sun-

burn. If your horse has white mark-

ings with lots of pink skin under neath, 

apply a layer of waterproof sunscreen 

to these areas before turnout or  

riding or keep them covered with a 

breathable sheet, mesh leg wraps 

and/or a fly mask. 

LET YOUR HORSE BE A HORSE
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6. STAY  
AHEAD OF 
STAINS

A light-colored horse 
can challenge the skills of 
even the most enthusiastic 
groomer. The trick to keeping 
a light-colored coat---or white 
markings on any coat---stain 
free is to treat spots early, 
before they become set. 

New stains can often be 
removed with a vigorous rub-
bing with a dampened rag or 
rough “cactus” cloth. Tackle 
more stubborn stains with a 
commercial stain remover, 
which can typically be used 
without giving the horse a 
full bath. By the time a stain 
is set-in, you may need to 
head to the wash stall for a 
full, soapy scrubbing. Purple-
hued shampoos remove 
stains and brighten whites by 
amplifying the white pigmen-
tation of hairs. 

damp towel to catch any lingering 
dust. Brush once more with a finishing 
brush to complete the process. 

Working to bring out your horse’s 
natural beauty can be a fun way 

to spend a spring afternoon. Use these 
basic grooming techniques to make 
your efforts as effective and satisfying 
as possible. 

A SHOP VACUUM CAN BE  

USED TO PULL DIRT FROM  

A COAT AFTER DRIED MUD  

HAS BEEN REMOVED.  

CONSIDER USING AN  

ATTACHMENT DESIGNED  

FOR GROOMING ANIMALS,  

AND ACCLIMATE YOUR HORSE 

SLOWLY TO THE SOUND  

AND SENSATION.

7. ALLOW MUD TO DRY
The best approach to a mud- 

encrusted horse is a little time and a lot of 
patience. It is far easier to remove dry, crusty 
mud than the wet, messy  
variety still clinging to the coat. 

The serrated edge of a shedding blade is 
great for scraping the heaviest deposits of 
dried mud, and a cactus cloth works well on 
thinner dirt. Use only as much pressure as 
you need to remove cakey mud---too much will 
pull at your horse’s skin uncomfortably---and 
avoid bony areas such as the legs, face and 
hips. 

When you’ve removed as much mud you 
can, switch to a currycomb. Follow up with 
a brushing and wipe the coat down with a 
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TRY YOUR HAND AT 

GROOMING
One technique that’s becoming increas-

ingly popular is hand grooming—literally 

using your hands in lieu of brushes to rub 

your horse’s entire body in the direction of 

his hair growth. Use firm, steady pressure 

for the best result. 

Hand grooming not only works away dirt 

but also acts as a whole body massage, 

encouraging circulation and prompting the 

production of sebum, a natural oil that gives 

the coat a healthy gloss.  

This technique also offers a fantastic 

opportunity to familiarize yourself with your 

horse’s body: variations in texture of the coat 

and skin, differences in temperatures over 

joints, tautness in muscles, and irregular 

lumps and bumps. 

You will be better equipped to spot a 

problem if you know what your horse’s 

anatomy normally looks and feels like.
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IP AFTER YOU’VE CLEANED YOUR 

HORSE’S WHITE SOCKS, LIBER-

ALLY APPLY SILICONE SPRAY TO 

THE ENTIRE AREA. DIRT WILL 

SLIDE OFF THE COATED HAIR, 

KEEPING STAINS AWAY LONGER.
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Platinum Highlights
Intensifies Natural Coat Color

with no Chemicals or Dyes

https://amzn.to/3G9HQpn


Quic Color-Enhancing System

Experience our break-through equine technology for unrivaled performance… a professional 

solution for that blue-ribbon excellence. Every great color enhancing system starts with a well-thought-

out practice for optimal results. Exhibitor’s exclusive color-enriching preparation begins with a fresh and clean coat 

for maximum color enhancement, therefore, it’s imperative to start by using Quic Shampoo, which is specifically 

formulated for the color boosting process. This also deeply and gently cleans, removing all dirt and debris from coat, 

mane, and tail. Once you’ve primed the coat, you can move forward with your intensifying color shampoo of choice. 

Our renowned Quic Silver continues to intensify and whiten with bold diamond-white results and works wonders on 

grays, palominos, and albinos. If you’re in need of a dark shade intensifier, Quic Black subdues unwanted red tones 

for a rich color on blacks, dark browns, and all ebony shades. Quic Color was created for chestnuts, sorrels, bays, 

and browns, naturally revealing in full intensity, every copper, and chestnut color within the mane, tail and coat. Finally, 

rinse the color shampoo thoroughly, and finish with Quic Conditioner concentrating on the mane and tail to seal and 

moisturize for a softer, longer lasting color leaving your horse soft, smooth, shiny, and protected. 

INTENSIFIES NATURAL COAT COLOR 
WITH NO CHEMICALS OR DYES

Step 1: Wash with Quic Shampoo.

Step 2: Apply Quic Color 
Enhancement Shampoo of your 
choice to mane and tail working 
throughout roots of hair. 

Step 3: Apply another layer to 
sponge or wash mitt and evenly 
distribute through coat using a 
circular motion. Allow color to sit for 
5-10 minutes before rinsing well. 

Step 4: Apply Quic Conditioner full 
strength to coat, mane and tail for 
moisture and detangling.

Quic Steps:

exhibitorsequine.com

CLICK 
HERE 

https://amzn.to/3G9HQpn


G r o o m i n g1 1    E Q U U S  E X T R A

GUIDEGUIDE
BR

US
H

 B
U

YE
R’

S
BR

US
H

 B
U

YE
R’

S

A     A     



G r o o m i n g1 2    E Q U U S  E X T R A

CURRYCOMBS

Materials: rubber or plastic 
Shopping tip: Look for a comb that’s firm 
enough to do the job but not so hard that it 
will injure your horse’s skin. 

A good rubber or plastic currycomb 
is essential to any grooming kit. Several 
different designs and sizes are avail-
able, but all will help loosen hair and 
dirt while massaging the skin and 
stimulating oil production. 

When selecting a curry, the teeth are 
key. If they are too soft, you won’t get 
the proper dirt-busting, skin-massaging 
action. But extremely hard teeth can 
cause discomfort for the horse or even 
break his skin, providing an entryway 
for infections such as rainrot. 

“On most horses, I use the old- 
fashioned heavy, rubber currycomb  
with the concentric circles of teeth,” 
says Harris. “I like how they bend 
slightly in my hand and that the rubber 
is slightly ‘tacky,’ which helps remove 
loose hairs. I’ve found that smooth  
plastic currycombs don’t always do  
this as well.” 

Your horse will also likely have a 

M
ost of us don’t give much thought to our grooming tool pur-
chases. After all, brushes, combs and the like are relatively 
inexpensive compared to other items at the tack store. And, 
though sizes and prices may vary a bit, the differences between 
items generally seem minimal.

However, says Susan Harris, author of the classic text Grooming to Win, a little 
time spent comparison shopping can pay dividends in efficient and economical 
grooming. “I’ve spent hours trying out grooming tools and thinking about which 
ones are the best choices for my horse, myself and the job I need them to do,” she 
says. “The right brush gets the job done quickly and well. If it doesn’t, it’s a waste 
of money, no matter how much you paid for it.” 

Buying the right grooming tools requires weighing several factors, including 
exactly what you need it to do, how much you want to spend and your own personal 
preferences. If you’ve never given this much thought to the purchase of brushes 
before, never fear: Here’s what you need to know to select the best tools for your 
basic grooming kit.

By  
Christine 
Barakat

Photos  
by Celia 

Strain

Ready to restock 
your grooming 

kit? Here’s 
some advice 
for combing 
through the 

options.

clear preference. “Many horses simply 
cannot tolerate a hard curry, and they 
shouldn’t be expected to,” says Harris. 
“If your horse makes faces or snaps or 
stomps every time you curry him, he’s 
got an honest complaint. If you think of 
the curry as a massage tool as much as 
a grooming tool, you’ll select one that’s 
comfortable for him. Try it out on your 
own skin first!”

For sensitive horses, Harris goes 
with a model that has flexible fingers: 
“These types of curries can be great,  
but those with longer ‘fingers’ may  
not massage as well as firmer ones.  
You may be moving the curry in a  
circle, but since the fingers bend so 
much the ends never move against 
the horse’s skin.” Another option for 
very sensitive horses are the rubber 
“pimple” mitts.

Metal currycombs and even some 
extremely hard plastic curries can do 
more harm than good, warns Harris. “A 
very harsh material can create small 
nicks in the skin, particularly over  
areas like the hipbones,” she says. 

Harris says metal currycombs are 
best reserved for cleaning brushes as 
you groom; to tackle a mud-caked  
winter coat, she recommends a shed-
ding blade applied with a light hand.



HARD (DANDY) 
BRUSHES

Materials: synthetic (plastic) or natural 
fibers (bassine, palmyra, rice root or union 
fiber) 
Shopping tip: Focus on the diameter of 
the brush bristles—that will tell you the size 
of dirt particles the brush will remove most 
effectively.

These brushes, which typically have 
oblong handles and stiff, large-diameter 
bristles, are the workhorses of a groom-
ing kit. “Brushes only remove dirt 
particles that are close in size to that of 
the bristles,” explains Harris. “So hard 
brushes with large, coarse bristles are 
for removing dried dirt and heavy mud.” 

When purchasing a hard brush, 
consider your climate and the type of 
dirt your horse usually collects. If you 
live in an area where caked-on mud is 
common, go for a firm brush with large 
bristles. If mud is less of a problem, you 
can opt for a “medium” hard brush. “You 

don’t want a brush that’s coarser than 
you need because some thin-skinned or 
sensitive horses can really object to a 
very hard brush,” says Harris.  

The bristles of hard brushes (also 
called “dandy brushes”) will be made 
of plastic or natural fibers such as 
bassine, which is derived from palmyra 
palms. “Plastic bristles are very sturdy, 
will stand up to mud and can last for-
ever,” says Harris. “Organic bristles can 
break down if you don’t care for them 
properly---if they’re left wet and dirty or 
get stepped on, for instance---but I find 
that they polish the coat better.”

Handles of hard brushes are wood or 
plastic. Wood will obviously wear more 
quickly if left exposed to the elements, 
but many groomers prefer the tradi-
tional “feel” it offers.

How the bristles are attached to the 
handle of the brush is another consid-
eration. In machine-drilled brushes, 
bristles are glued into holes in a solid 
handle. “There used to be some concern 
that the glue would break down and 
the bristles would come out, but some 
of the glues used today will last longer 
than we will,” says Harris. 

Wire-drawn brushes have handles 
that are divided into two parts length-
wise. The bristles are pulled all the 
way through and wired securely into 
the first half, then the second half is 
screwed or glued down. “If you see four 
little screws in the top of a brush, you 
know it’s wire drawn,” says Harris. 
“Wire-drawn brushes last forever;  
the bristles aren’t going to come 

loose.” Wire-drawn brushes 
tend to be more expen-

sive because they  

IT TAKES TWO:  
Rubber and plastic 
curries help loosen 
dirt deep in  
a horse’s coat.  
Metal curries are 
for cleaning 
brushes.

MADE TO LAST: 
Brushes with a split 
back (right) typically 
have wire-drawn 
construction, which 
means the bristles 
are pulled through 
holes drilled in the 
handle base and  
secured with wire.

FURTHER 
ENHANCEMENTS

Once you’ve selected your brushes 

and combs, you may want to round out 

your grooming kit with a few bottles of 

grooming products formulated to bring 

out your horse’s natural glow:

• cleansing shampoo

• color-enhancing shampoo 

• silicone sprays

• mane-and-tail conditioners

• dry shampoo/spot remover

Special products for cleaning  

and disinfecting your brushes and 

grooming tools are also available, 

although washing with a mild  

detergent and drying them in the  

sun will do a good job.

FURTHER 
ENHANCEMENTS
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G r o o m i n g

are more complicated to produce. 
If you’re looking for a brush to use 

when bathing your horse, consider an 
open-backed rice root brush. The bris-
tles are wire-drawn, but the handle has 
no top. “The rice root is thought to hold 
up better to water,” explains Harris. 
“The holes in the back of the handle  
allow the water to just drain through.” 

SOFT BRUSHES

Materials: synthetic (nylon or plastic) or 
organic (tampico, union fiber, pig bristle or 
horsehair) fibers   
Shopping tip: Hold the brush in your  
hand to get a sense of its weight and feel. 
Then imagine using it every day for the next 
few years.

Soft brushes have the same basic 
shape and design as hard brushes,  
but---as the name implies---the bristles 
are much more flexible. Most are 
composed of soft synthetics or softer 
organic fibers that are comparatively 

narrow in diameter. “Because the fibers 
are smaller and set closer together than 
a hard brush, soft brushes remove the 
small dirt particles and dust,” says 
Harris, who adds that the range of “soft” 
in soft brushes is wide. “This is where 
you consider the horse’s preference. Go 
as soft as he needs. You can even find 
some ‘mixed’ brushes, such as those 
made of union fiber, that have soft and 
coarser fibers mixed together in a salt-
and-pepper type of pattern.” 

The long bristles of a soft brush can 
get clogged with dust quickly. “Every 
few strokes, you need to drag them 
across a metal currycomb,” says Harris. 
“That frees the dust from the brush into 
the air.” 

So-called “flick” or “sweep” brushes 
are a unique subset of the soft brush. 
These brushes have extra-long bristles 
---about a half-inch longer than a stan-
dard soft brush. “These are designed 
to be used to literally flick dirt off the 
horse,” says Harris. “You use them with 
two hands and bear down to make very 
deep short, flicking strokes. The dust is 
flicked right up out of the coat.” 

Like hard brushes, soft brushes can 
be machine-drilled or 
wire-drawn, with wooden 
or synthetic handles. 
Harris says one of the best 
ways to choose among 
the many options is to 
simply hold the brush. 
“Stand right there in the 
tack shop and pretend to 
groom,” she says. “How 
does the brush feel? Is it 
the right size and weight? 
Can you imagine yourself 
using it every day for the 
next few years?”

 

BODY BRUSHES
Materials: horsehair, goat hair, pig bristle 
or plastic
Shopping tip: Bristles on body brushes 
range from medium to very soft. It may make 
sense to have more than one body brush: 
an extremely soft one for the head and face, 
with a firmer-bristled brush for the rest of 
the body. 

Although body brushes have soft 
bristles, they are easy to distinguish 
from soft brushes. For starters, their 
bristles are much shorter and tightly 
packed than those on a soft brush. And 
the handles of body brushes are typi-
cally oval with a strap across  
the back. 

These features are key to how a  
body brush works to clean your horse: 
“The shorter, close-packed bristles  
reach down to the base of the hair coat 
and the skin,” says Harris. “They will 
pull out dust, but their biggest benefit is 
massaging the skin to release oils that 
they then spread across the hair shaft. 
This is what makes a well-groomed 
horse shine.”  

You will get the best results from a 
body brush if you use the proper tech-
nique: Once the horse has been curried 
and mud and dirt particles removed 
with a hard and/or soft brush, use the 
body brush in long, smooth strokes that 
you “lean” into. “I like to swipe the body 
brush across a metal currycomb every 
few strokes to release the dust it cap-
tures,” says Harris. “Stroke, stroke and 
then swipe---you can get into a rhythm, 
and within a few strokes, you’ll see the 
shine come up.” 

The bristles of the best body brushes 
are made of natural fibers that help to 
hold and spread the skin oils. Bristles 
range from medium to very soft, and 
your choice will depend on your horse’s 

DIFFERENT STROKES: 
Longer-bristled brushes 
(left) are used with two 
hands to “flick” dirt 
from the coat. Apply-
ing steady pressure to 
a round-backed body 
brush (below) helps 
spread oils through 
the coat.
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sensitivity as well as where on his body 
you’ll be using it. It may make sense 
to have more than one body brush: an 
extremely soft one for the head and face, 
with a firmer-bristled brush for the rest 
of the body.

Handles of body brushes are usually 
wood or plastic but may also be made 
of leather. “I’m a traditionalist,” says 
Harris. “I like a leather-backed body 
brush with wire-drawn bristles and the 
top piece stitched down. The leather 
back flexes with my hand and works 
better over the curving surface of the 
horse’s body. They are expensive, but 
the results I get from them are worth it, 
and if you take care of them, they’ll last 
forever. I have a few of these that are 40 
years old and still produce fantastically 
shiny horses.”

Combs

Materials: plastic, rubber or metal
Shopping tip: Avoid combs with seams in 
the plastic or metal between the teeth—
these tiny ridges will slice hairs as they are 
pulled over them.

As similar as they may appear, all 
combs are not created equal. “If you 
don’t use a comb that’s well made and 
perfectly smooth, it can leave the tail 
bristling with broken-off 
hairs,”  
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If you can wipe a horse with it, there’s 
a place for it in a grooming kit. “You can 
never have too many sponges or towels,” 
says grooming expert Susan Harris, “and it’s 
nearly impossible to make a bad choice.” 

Sponges come in a wide variety of 
sizes—large for full baths, and small for 
cleaning out nostrils—and materials. “I 
used to use natural sponges,” says Harris, 
“until I got a dog who loved to chew them. 
Now I use the synthetic ones, and they  
work just as well.” She recommends 
keeping sponges in a mesh bag to air-dry 
between uses. 

As for towels, “an old bath towel works 
perfectly well,” says Harris, who prefers 
lighter colored cloth to let her know when 
the towels need washing. In addition to 
wiping off dirt, towels and fleecy mitts can 
put a finishing shine on a groomed horse 
by squeezing out oils from glands in the 
skin and spreading it over the hair coat. 
Many people use cotton towels, but horses 
sometimes have their own preferences: “I 
once groomed a Thoroughbred filly who 
hated to be touched with anything except 
an old cashmere sweater,” says Harris. “Her 
barn name was Cashmere!”

“Cactus cloths” also fit in this category. 
These towels are woven from agave fibers, 
which contain a natural oil. “You 
give the cloth a good soaking when 
you first get it to soften it up a 
bit, then let it dry out again,” says 
Harris. “It’s one of the best things 
there is for removing dried sweat 
marks. I also use one to remove 
dried mud from horses’ legs: Just 
wrap the cloth around the leg and 
pull it back and forth like you’re 
polishing a pair of shoes.” 

FINISHING TOUCHES: Combs vary in design 
according to their purpose. When choosing 

one look for seam-
less construction.

says Harris. To determine the qual-
ity of a comb, look for seams in the 
plastic or metal between the teeth of 
the comb---these tiny ridges will snap 
hairs as they are pulled over them. 
Wider-spaced teeth will also be gentler 
on hairs. Harris prefers plastic combs 
to metal. In fact, the only metal comb 
she uses is a small “pulling” comb and 
only for   pulling manes. 

As for tails, “if you’re really con-
cerned about preserving every tail hair, 
you won’t comb it at all,” says Harris. 
“You’ll pick the hairs free by hand, one 
at a time. Although if your horse’s tail 
is pretty thick to begin with and you’ve 
decided life is too short to handpick 
tails, there are some ways to brush a 
tail without sacrificing hairs.” 

Harris recommends using a pin-
type brush, with smooth, rounded 
plastic pins set into a flexible rubber 
surface. “They look very much like a 
hairbrush you might use yourself,” she 
says. Before brushing the tail, spray 
it with a silicone spray and allow it to 
dry. The silicone will coat each hair 
shaft, allowing dirt and other hairs to 
slide freely over it. Then, begin brush-
ing from the bottom of the tail upward, 
working tangles out as you go. 

If a poor craftsman blames his 
tools, a good groomer must give her 

brushes their due. Devoting a little 
time and thought to selecting items for 
your kit can pay off for years in satisfy-
ing grooming sessions that result in a 
gleaming horse. 
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Now is your moment to shine with this original 
breakthrough formula, Mane ‘n Tail’s Ultimate 
Gloss Shampoo & Conditioner. Gently cleanses 
and leaves coat unbelievably soft with a 

premium reflective shine.  

CLICK HERE to go to www.ultimategloss.com

https://bit.ly/EE_05242022_UltimateGlossAd


Now Available in 16oz., 32oz., & Gallon Sizes

Now is your moment to shine with this 
original breakthrough formula, 

Mane ‘n Tail’s Ultimate Gloss Shampoo & 
Conditioner. Gently cleanses and leaves 
coat unbelievably soft with a premium 

reflective shine.  

Ultimate Gloss
Shampoo & Conditioner

The Ultimate Discovery
for your Horse...

https://bit.ly/EE_05242022_UltimateGlossAd



